
 
 

January 30, 2008    
 
 
Nancy Robertson, State Librarian 
Library of Michigan 
P.O. Box 30007 
Lansing, Michigan   48909 
 
Dear Ms Robertson, 
 
On January 24, 2008 the Board of Trustees of the Mid-Michigan Library League held its 
regularly scheduled meeting.    The Trustees held a discussion of the proposed model for 
state support of libraries.   Following discussion, the Trustees present unanimously voted 
to not support the proposed plan as put forward in your documents and in your blog.   
 
Reasons cited for non-support of your plan include:  lack of support for small and rural 
libraries, elimination of funding for cooperatives that support small and rural libraries, no 
specified formula for distribution of state aid, reduces equity of library service throughout 
Michigan by favoring libraries in large urban areas.  Under the proposed plan state aid 
can only be spent in limited categories that are tied to benchmarks that may not be 
achievable with the level of funding provided by the state.  No mechanism is put forward 
by the plan to hold the Library of Michigan accountable for spending on so-called 
statewide services. 
 
The Mid-Michigan Library League has 47 public library members in parts of 17 counties 
in Northwest Lower Michigan.  Please find enclosed a map of the MMLL service area.   
The names of the Board of Trustees and the areas they represent are given below. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
James W. Lawrence,  
Director 
 
Enclosures 
 
Cc: Governor Jennifer Granholm, William Anderson, HAL;  Gretchen Courad, MLA 
All legislators representing Mid-Michigan Library League’s service area. 



Group Libraries 

1 
Bellaire Public Library, Central Lake District Library, Elk Rapids District Library, Helena Township Publlic Library,  
Mancelona Township Library, Kalkaska County Library 

2 

Benzie Shores District Library, Benzonia Public Library, Betsie Valley District Library, Beulah Public Library, 
Elberta Public Library, Glen Lake Community Library, Leelanau Twp. Library, Leland Twp. Public Library, Suttons 
Bay - Bingham District Library  

3 Fife Lake Public Library, Interlochen Public Library, Peninsula Community Library, Traverse Area District Library 
4 Manistee County Library 
5 Cadillac-Wexford County Public Library 

6 
Falmouth Area Library, McBain Community Library, Missaukee District Library, Houghton Lake Public Library, 
Richfield Twp. Library 

7 
Mason County District Library, Hart Area Public Library, Pentwater Twp. Library, Shelby Area District Library,  
Walkerville Rural Public School Library 

8 

Surrey Twp. Public Library, Chase Public Library, Idlewild Public Library, Luther Area Public Library, Pathfinder 
Community Library, Evart Public Library, LeRoy Community Library, M. Alice Chapin Library, Reed City Public 
Library 

9 
Seville Twp. Library, Morton Twp. Library, Walton Erickson Public Library, Wheatland Twp. Library, Barryton 
Public Library, Big Rapids Community Library, Richland Twp. Library, White Pine Library 

 

Name Group 

Dolores Bolyard 8 

Eleanore Chamberland 2 

Jeanette Fleury 9 

Donna Hornberger 3 

Joan LundBorg 7 

Jan Manley 6 

Melissa McPherson 5 

Kate Mosher 1 

Dale Priester 4 
 
 
 



 

Mid-Michigan Library League 
________________________ 
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