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Book Lists for Battle 2024 

5th & 6th Grade Book List: 

• Maya and the Robot by Eve L. Ewing. Synopsis: From award-winning author Eve L. Ewing comes an 

illustrated middle grade novel about a forgotten homemade robot who comes to life just when 

aspiring fifth-grade scientist Maya needs a friend -- and a science fair project. 

• The Lion of Mars by Jennifer Holm. Synopsis: Bell is just like any other kid. He loves cats, eats all kinds 

of cake, and is curious about everything. Oh, and he lives on another planet! Living on Mars comes with 

a ton of rules. Like don’t go outside without a buddy. Always keep a glow stick in your pocket. And no 

contact with the kids in the other settlements. Ever. Then a virus breaks out among the grown-ups, and 

the children are the only ones who can help. Suddenly it's up to Bell - a regular kid in a very different 

world - to uncover the truth and save his family ... and possibly unite an entire planet. 

• Unusual Chickens for the Exceptional Poultry Farmer by Kelly Jones. Synopsis: Twelve-year-old Sophie 

Brown feels like a fish out of water when she and her parents move from Los Angeles to the farm 

they’ve inherited from a great-uncle. But farm life gets more interesting when a cranky chicken 

appears and Sophie discovers the hen can move objects with the power of her little chicken brain: jam 

jars, the latch to her henhouse, the entire henhouse.... 

  

And then more of her great-uncle’s unusual chickens come home to roost. Determined, resourceful 

Sophie learns to care for her flock, earning money for chicken feed, collecting eggs. But when a 

respected local farmer tries to steal them, Sophie must find a way to keep them (and their 

superpowers) safe. 

• Front Desk by Kelly Yang. Synopsis:  Mia Tang has a lot of secrets. Number 1: She lives in a motel, not a 

big house. Every day, while her immigrant parents clean the rooms, ten-year-old Mia manages the 

front desk of the Calivista Motel and tends to its guests. Number 2: Her parents hide immigrants. And if 

the mean motel owner, Mr. Yao, finds out they've been letting them stay in the empty rooms for free, 

the Tangs will be doomed. Number 3: She wants to be a writer. But how can she when her mom thinks 

she should stick to math because English is not her first language? It will take all of Mia's courage, 

kindness, and hard work to get through this year. Will she be able to hold on to her job, help the 

immigrants and guests, escape Mr. Yao, and go for her dreams? 


